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2007 Exhibitions and Activities

Founded in July 2007, Greylock Arts’ mission is to support interactive and new media arts.
Located at the foot of Mount Greylock in Adams, Massachusetts, Greylock Arts presents
exhibitions and talks (with 2008 plans to present performances, screenings, and workshops);
fosters community involvement and develops educational programs to facilitate a deeper
public appreciation for emerging art practice. Recent exhibitions include interactive audio and
light sculpture, immersive environments, and alternative energy powered art. Greylock Arts
routinely hosts school groups; all of its events are free and open to the public.

Greylock Arts, 93 Summer Street Adams, MA 01220 www.greylockarts.net info@greylockarts.net
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Gregory Shakar: MoodVectors
An exhibition of interactive audio sculptures and expressive
electronic art.
July 13th - August 18th
Opening Reception: Friday July 13th, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Gallery hours: Thursdays – Saturday 12:00 – 4:00 p.m. or by appointment.
Location: 93 Summer Street, Adams, MA 01220
Greylock Arts
We are pleased to announce that the Pociask building at 93 Summer Street in Adams MA,
will be the future home of Greylock Arts. For more information, please email
info@greylockarts.net.

Greylock Arts, 93 Summer Street Adams, MA 01220 www.greylockarts.net info@greylockarts.net

'REGORY 3HAKAR -OODVECTORS

July 2007
On July 13th, 2007 Greylock Arts officially opened
its doors with a one-person show of the work of
artist Gregory Shakar, entitled Moodvectors.

!N EXHIBITION OF INTERACTIVE AUDIO
SCULPTURES AND EXPRESSIVE ELECTRONIC ART
'REGORY 3HAKAR CREATES INTERACTIVE AUDIO SCULPTURES
AND IMMERSIVE ENVIRONMENTS !S AN ARTIST AND MUSICIAN
HE IS DEVOTED TO THE CREATION OF EMOTIVE AND EXPRESSIVE
ELECTRONIC ART 6IEWERS PARTICIPATING IN HIS INTERACTIVE
INSTALLATIONS ENCOUNTER MELODIC BOLTS OF LIGHTNING GIANT
SONOROUS METRONOMES AND ENORMOUS UNDULATING PIXELS
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Included are all materials related to the
exhibit, including flyers, press releases, photo
documentation of the exhibit, the opening
reception, and a visit from the Housatonic
Academy in Pittsfield.
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For Immediate Release
June 2007 - Adams, MA
Greylock Arts is pleased to announce its first exhibit with Gregory Shakar’s MoodVectors.
Gregory Shakar creates interactive audio sculptures and immersive environments. As an
artist and musician he is devoted to the creation of emotive and expressive electronic art.
Viewers participating in his interactive installations encounter melodic bolts of lightning,
giant sonorous metronomes, and enormous undulating pixels. His performance work
includes audience participatory symphonies performed on hundreds of mobile phones
and music for quasi-harmonic audio-visual environments.
Shakar’s work has been exhibited internationally including at Ars Electronica (Linz, Austria),
Digital Arts Festival (Tokyo, Japan), Nagoya City Museum of Art (Nagoya, Japan), Sonar Festival
(Barcelona, Spain), the London Institute for Contemporary Art (London, UK), the Smithsonian
Museum of American History (Washington, D.C), Lincoln Center’s Avery Fisher Hall (New York)
and The Kitchen (New York).
We are pleased to present the first survey of the artist’s work in an exhibition entitled
“MoodVectors”.
Please join us for the opening of MoodVectors on Friday, July 13th from 5:30-8:30 p.m.
The show will be on view Friday July 13th through Saturday, August 18th,.
Gallery hours are Thursdays – Saturday 12:00 – 4:00 p.m. or by appointment.
Greylock Arts
We are pleased to announce that the Pociask building at 93 Summer Street in Adams will be
the future home of Greylock Arts. For more information, please email info@greylockarts.net.

Greylock Arts, 93 Summer Street Adams, MA 01220 www.greylockarts.net info@greylockarts.net
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Greg Shakar, MoodVectors
July 13th - August 18th 2007

The Analog Color Field Computer (ACFC) is an interactive video
and sound installation that makes both minimal and maximal use of
computer monitors. The piece employs a suite of sculptural computers
whose custom electronics drive standard video displays and loudspeakers. Instead of presenting complex images (like computer
graphics or photographs) each ACFC unit repurposes its monitor such
that at any one time a solid field of color is spread across its entire
display surface. Likewise with sound, instead of producing complex
timbres each unit produces a pure sine tone. Each unit provides
controls for users to adjust its hues, pitches and rhythms.

The Lightning Organ is a musical sculpture that produces sound by governing the
audible pitches of visible electric sparks. The Lightning Organ impels sound directly
into the air by emitting “tuned” electricity unmediated by any mechanism. The
resulting bolt of energy produces an audible sound whose pitch - or musical note is controlled using a familiar piano keyboard. Participants can play melodies made
of pure energy.
Each spark is formed between two copper rods arranged in a “V” shape. For the
duration of a musical note the spark travels upwards from the bottom of the “V,”
getting gradually wider until it disappears and reforms at the base again. This motion
introduces subtle rhythmic patterns into any music that is being played.

Patterns of Metric Amplitude is a human-scale kinetic sculpture that
reveals intricate and evolving rhythmic and visual patterns through the
pulsations of multiple 8-foot tall metronomes. As each metronome’s
pendulum swings past its center point a brief pitched tone is played.
Control panels allow listeners to individually adjust each metronome’s
tempo (the speed at which it swings) by raising or lowering the devices’
motorized weights. When a metronome’s weight is raised, it’s swinging
slows - decreasing the tempo, and when the weight is lowered the tempo
is increased. In this way the listener is able to influence the rhythms they
are hearing. The control panels also allow listeners to set the pitch of
each metronome’s tone, and thus the rhythmic patterns also form shifting
melodies and harmonies that fold and recombine as the patterns evolve.

The Copper Urchin is a musical sculpture that is played by stroking its robust set of
“sensory whiskers.” Here the participant is able to experience the sensation of creating
musical sound while their hands are enveloped in a responsive and malleable medium.
The whiskers are metal wires that when deflected cause a musical note to play. An
amber light at the base of each sensor illuminates to indicate that it has been deflected
to a sufficient degree and remains lit for the duration of the participant’s gesture.

Greylock Arts, 93 Summer Street Adams, MA 01220 www.greylockarts.net info@greylockarts.net
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Greg Shakar, MoodVectors
July 13th - August 18th 2007

Wood Urchin is a musical sculpture that responds to the bending of
its antennae. Two of the antennas are used to form the bass and tenor
notes of a musical melody. A third adjusts the time intervals between
notes (for rhythm control) and the last affects a timbral change to the
sound allowing for musical emphasis.

Red Urchin is a musical sculpture that is played by placing your
hands near any of its four antennas. The flexible antennas can
be positioned in different configurations - adjusting to personal
preference, allowing for multiple players, or even enabling it to
respond to its environment without direct influence from a
participant. The antennas are sensitive to changes in distance
from your hand. One antenna controls the pitch of bass notes
another controls tenor notes. The other two antennas alter the
timbre of the sound being produced, each in a different way.

The Energy Fluxion Band is a wearable device that displays the level of
electromagnetic (EM) energy in the wearer’s immediate environment.
It detects energetic radiations from an endless array of technological
sources including cell phones, computers, radio transmitters and power
lines. The project is meant to enhance the user’s awareness of the electromagnetic landscape that is produced by the generation, distribution
and consumption of electrical energy. This terrain pervades our lives, but
typically goes unnoticed.

Greylock Arts, 93 Summer Street Adams, MA 01220 www.greylockarts.net info@greylockarts.net

July 2007
Gregory Shakar’s MoodVectors
Installation and Opening Reception.

July 2007
Gregory Shakar’s MoodVectors
Students and teachers from the Housatonic
Academy visit Greylock arts.
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Artist's work has creative 'spark'
By Ryan Hutton, North Adams transcript
Article Launched: 07/06/2007 11:24:53 AM EDT
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ADAMS — Gregory Shakar sat at his workbench
with a device in front of him that could only have
been dreamed up by a "steampunk" inventor —
think "Wild, Wild West."
Dubbed "The Copper Urchin" when whole, the two
halves of the bronze-colored copper sphere were a
mess of green and yellow wires leading to its
computerized brain, tiny lights and prickly whiskers
made of metal. When it's done, Shakar will ask
people to run their hands through the whiskers to
surprising effect.
"When people pass their hands over it, the whiskers
will touch the little brass barrels on the sphere and
music will play and the LEDs will light up," said
Shakar, a part-time computer programmer and
adjunct professor at New York University. "When
it's all put together it has a real organic feel, like it's
a creature that's reacting to being touched."

Artist Gregory Shakar and his
disassembled 'Copper Urchin' electronic
artwork at Greylock Arts...
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Not confined to the laboratory of a musically inclined mad scientist, "The Copper Urchin" is
part of Shakar's interactive art exhibit "MoodVectors" premiering at the new Greylock Arts
gallery on July 13.
"The idea behind the piece was to engage the tactile sensation. That's not a typical thing in
an art exhibit for one thing, but it's also
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unique in the
computer/human interface
world," he said Thursday.
"We're not used to seeing
our hands enveloped in
the control circuit. The
mouse and keyboard are
practical and work well but
they're not about our
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"The idea of putting a gallery in here was originally a long-term plan of ours," he said. "At
first, we just wanted to get settled in up here and get comfortable and then move forward
slowly. But we just got so caught up in the idea and one thing led to another, and here we
are getting ready for our first show."
Belanger, a freelance Web developer, and Petit, a full-time professor at NYU's Interactive
Telecommunications Program, decided to open up a gallery that would showcase art that
was off the radar of bigger galleries.
"What we've been saying is that we'd like to facilitate pieces that are, in our minds,
underrepresented in the art world either because it's not necessarily sellable or easy to
hang on the wall," he said. "We don't really see ourselves as a commercial gallery."
Enter Shakar's "Lightening Organ," another display in the exhibit. Comprised of several
spark gaps (also known as Jacob's Ladders), it creates electrical sparks that travel up two
V-shaped metal rods and are a staple in mad-scientist movies. The flowing electricity emits
a buzz or pitch that can be controlled by the audience on a keyboard. Shakar said the idea
is to reveal the underlying media that controls electronic art.
"Unlike with a painting where everyone has an understanding of what paint is and can mix
it together to make a new color, we're not very accustomed to experiencing electricity," he
said.
Belanger said Greylock Arts may not do monthly exhibits at first because both he and Petit
still live in New York most of the time, but ultimately they plan on doing much more.
"We are committed to having a presence up here and really the gallery idea is just the start
of our long-term goal of a community arts organization with an educational and community
outreach components instead of just being a space for art to be seen," he said.
"MoodVectors" will be at Greylock Arts from July 13 to Aug. 18. The opening reception will
be Friday, July 13, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. and regular gallery hours will be noon to 4. For
more information visit www.grey lockarts.net
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Sustainable Energy Art

A group exhibition of alternative energy and energy aware
musical instruments, jewelry, and more
Artists from New York University’s Interactive Telecommunications Program have been
combining their work in physical computing with alternative and sustainable energy practices.
This exhibit brings together a collection of their experiments in personal wearable technologies,
immersive environments, and new interfaces for musical expression.

Exhibit Dates: September 14th - October 28th 2007
Opening Reception: Friday September 14th 2007, 5:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Appointments can be made by phone or email.

'REYLOCK !RTS
93 Summer Street Adams, MA 01220 • 413-241-8692 • info@greylockarts.net • www.greylockarts.net

Sustainable Energy Art

September 2007

A group exhibition of alternative energy
and energy aware musical instruments,
jewelry, and more
!RTISTSÈFROMÈ.95SÈ)NTERACTIVEÈ4ELECOMMUNICATIONSÈ0ROGRAMÈ
HAVEÈBEENÈCOMBININGÈTHEIRÈWORKÈINÈPHYSICALÈCOMPUTINGÈWITHÈ
ALTERNATIVEÈANDÈSUSTAINABLEÈENERGYÈPRACTICESÈ4HISÈEXHIBITÈ
BRINGSÈTOGETHERÈAÈCOLLECTIONÈOFÈTHEIRÈEXPERIMENTSÈINÈPERSONALÈ
WEARABLEÈTECHNOLOGIES ÈIMMERSIVEÈENVIRONMENTS ÈANDÈNEWÈ
INTERFACESÈFORÈMUSICALÈEXPRESSION

Exhibit Dates & Hours:
3EPTEMBERÈTHÈnÈ/CTOBERÈTHÈ
3EEÈOURÈWEBSITEÈFORÈGALLERYÈHOURSÈ
#ALLÈORÈEMAILÈFORÈANÈAPPOINTMENT
Opening Reception:
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Greylock Arts
93 Summer Street Adams, MA 01220
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Our second exhibit was a group exhibition
entitled Sustainable Energy Art and featured
the Krinkle-O-Tron, a human-powered carousel
by Leif Krinkle; Wallflowers by Megan MacMurray
and Angela Pablo; The Solar-Powered Xylophone
by Rory Nugent; Solar Jewelry by Alice Planas
and Leif Krinkle; and The Solar-Powered Bikini by
Andrew Schneider.
Included are all materials related to the
exhibit, including flyers, press releases, photo
documentation of the exhibit, the opening
reception, and a visit from St. Stanislaus School in
Adams.
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For Immediate Release
August 2007 - Adams, MA
Greylock Arts is pleased to announce its upcoming exhibit, Sustainable Energy Art, a group
exhibition of alternative energy and energy aware musical instruments, jewelry, and more.
Artists from New York University’s Interactive Telecommunications Program have been
combining their work in physical computing with alternative and sustainable energy
practices. This exhibit brings together a collection of their experiments in personal wearable
technologies, immersive environments, and new interfaces for musical expression.
Works include:
The Krinkle-O-Tron, a human-powered carousel by Leif Krinkle
Wallflowers by Megan MacMurray and Angela Pablo
The Solar-Powered Xylophone by Rory Nugent
Solar Jewelry by Alice Planas’ and Leif Krinkle
The Solar-Powered Bikini by Andrew Schneider
Please join us for the opening of Sustainable Energy Art on Friday September 14th 2007
from 5:30 – 8:30 p.m.
The exhibit will be on view September 14th – October 28th 2007.
Works in the storefront are visible at all times.
The Krinkle-O-Tron will be exhibited in the gallery and can be experienced at the opening
reception, by appointment and on selected Fridays and Saturdays. Please check our website
for our schedule.
Greylock Arts
Greylock Arts is an arts organization located at the foot of Mount Greylock in the town of
Adams, Massachusetts. We are committed to showing the work of compelling artists, with an
emphasis on underrepresented forms of interactive and new media arts, in our Summer Street
gallery. We see community involvement and education as a key component of our future
plans in Berkshire County and beyond.

93 Summer Street Adams, MA 01220 • 413-241-8692 • info@greylockarts.net • www.greylockarts.net

'REYLOCK !RTS
Sustainable Energy Art : Artist Bios
For more than ten years Leif Krinkle has been collaborating with artists, musicians and designers from around the world, developing multidimensional media and challenging the potential of
traditional art forms. In 2000 Leif created Krinkle New Media, a production company specializing
in interactive sound and video production. He has since produced albums for internationally acclaimed musicians, designed multimedia performances, and engineered interactive installations.
Today Leif is fabricating musical robots, designing large nontraditional display systems, and engineering physical devices for interaction with immersive multimedia environments.
More information: http://www.leifkrinkle.com
Megan MacMurray and Angela Pablo are recent graduates of NYU’s Interactive Telecommunications Program. They research, tinker and develop creative ways of spreading the word about ecofriendly practices and alternative energy.
More information: http://www.gardenelectric.com/wallflowers
Rory Nugent is an electronic artist and green minded tinkerer from New Jersey. He has received
a bachelor’s degree in computer science and is now pursuing a Master’s degree in interactive design from New York University. He is currently interested in sustainable design and creating works
that reacquaint people with natural environments. His more experimental endeavors include tinkering with sound installations and the hopes of building sustainable electronics that compliment
their surroundings. For more information: http://prize-pony.com
Alice Planas is a maker, thinker and player. She has been a producer and participant of participatory art events since 1997. Her interests in culture and creativity are in their potential as a vehicle
for civic engagement and social action. As a producer she supports endeavors that seek to empower cooperative imagination and co-creation. She is especially fond of projects that inspire
unconventional propositions and speculative questioning about every-day life. Her favorite activities are research, conversations, planning parties and dancing. As a maker, she has been exploring
wearable technology and sustainable energy. As a thinker and player, she has been involved with
Relational Aesthetics and Participatory Culture.
Contact her anytime, just to chat: alisuchan@gmail.com.
Andrew Schneider is a multimedia artist and performer living in New York City. He is the cofounder and Associate Artistic Director of the Chicago-based theatre company, BigPictureGroup.
His solo performance work has been seen at P.S.122, The Prelude Festival, and The Tank. His multimedia devices have been featured in Wired, TimeOut NY, Maker Faire, SIGGRAPH, and at the Center
Pompidou in Paris. His Solar Bikini has been featured internationally and is slated to be featured
in the next Sports Illustrated swimsuit edition. His current projects include Experimental Devices
for Performance (.com) and Acting Stranger (.com). Andrew Holds a Masters Degree in Interactive
Telecommunications from NYU. Find out more at http://andrewjs.com.

93 Summer Street Adams, MA 01220 • 413-241-8692 • info@greylockarts.net • www.greylockarts.net
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Sustainable Energy Art : The Artworks
The Krinkle-O-Tron, by Leif Krinkle
The Krinkl-O-Tron is an interactive immersive environment composed of three interrelated components: a semicircular rear-projection screen, a slit-scan camera and a human-powered carousel,
designed to create, display and interact with the imagery generated by large-format slit-scan
photography. The Krinkl-O-Tron also takes into its consideration the necessity to offset its power
consumption by harnessing the power of it riders to generate electricity.
Four razor scooters are coupled together to create a carousel 8-feet in diameter. In the center
of the carousel is a six-foot column of LEDs. As the riders turn round and round they spin a DC
generator that creates the electricity to power the column of LEDs. The carousel is also a physical
computer interface, designed to interact with large format slit-scan imagery and control the musical soundtrack.
Slit-scan photography is a form of live imaging process where a single pixel column from each
video and appended to the end of a long panoramic image that develops in real-time. A slit-scan
camera is focused on the LED column as it blinks out patterns of light. The resulting image reveals
colorful geometric designs that scroll around the semicircular projection screen. Riders crossing
between the column and the slit-scan camera are also scanned in and incorporated into the moving imagery. More information: http://www.leifkrinkle.com/installation/krinklotron/
The Solar Bikini, by Andrew Schneider
A solar film bikini that charges your iPod! (With a USB connection!) The suit is a custom made bikini swimsuit retrofitted with 1” x 4” photovoltaic film strips sewn together in series with conductive
thread. The cells terminate in a 5 volt regulator into a female USB connection. Don’t worry guys!
The male version of the Solar Bikini (coming soon) called the iDrink, features a greater surface area
which equals more output voltage. This additional juice is used to power a 1.5 amp peltier junction which cools a single beer in a custom coozy. Double cool! The iDrink solar swimware line is
perfect for those who want to go the beach, listen to music, and enjoy a cold and deserved beverage, but who don’t want to get wet! You’ve got tunes, you’ve got beer, you’ve got sun, and you’ve
got eachother in swimwear. The rest is up to you. See you on the Jersey Shore!
The concept for the bikini is a response to our ever-increasingly begadgeted society. More and
more of our everyday accessories come with power needs. From our Blackberries and cell phones
to our iPods and digital cameras. Alternative power is a realistic and important concern. I’ve tried
to combine functionality with style. More information: http://andrewjs.com

93 Summer Street Adams, MA 01220 • 413-241-8692 • info@greylockarts.net • www.greylockarts.net
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Sustainable Energy Art : The Artworks (continued)
Solar Jewelry
by Leif Krinkle and Alice Planas, with Hatti Lim and Meredith Silverman
Solar jewelry attempts to meld the beauty of jewelry design, electronic components, and sustainable energy into a wearable technology that both compliments the wearer and captivates onlookers. We have designed beautiful circuits based on a nocturnal solar schematic. Using small photovoltaic cells, surface mount electronics, and custom designed circuit boards we pushed design
possibilities in order to create aesthetically pleasing wearable technology that charges in the light
and electrifies in the dark.
More information: http://www.themeredith.com/starlights/
The Solar Xylophone, by Rory Nugent
The Solar Xylophone is a solar powered, solar controlled, autonomous musical instrument. The
xylophone was designed with hopes of using renewable energy as a responsible way of powering
the piece but also as a powerful theme to drive its artistic elements. As an autonomous instrument, the xylophone will play music whenever sun is available and will play a virtually unpredictable string of notes, giving it a complete life of its own.
More information: http://prize-pony.com
Wallflowers, by Megan MacMurray and Angela Pablo
Drawing attention to the unnoticed and easily discarded, wallflowers are aesthetic, hanging wall
pieces created from the overused and overlooked plastic grocery bag. Using only found plastic
grocery bags and adhesive, wallflowers take a low-tech, simple and elegant approach to visually
represent and physically utilize the overabundant plastic bag.
More information: http://www.gardenelectric.com/wallflowers

93 Summer Street Adams, MA 01220 • 413-241-8692 • info@greylockarts.net • www.greylockarts.net

September 2007
Sustainable Energy Art
Installation and Opening Reception.

September 2007
Sustainable Energy Art
Installation and Opening Reception (continued)
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All-purpose art
Greylock Arts features attractive, wearable technology
By CATHERINE FAHY
Article Launched: 09/20/2007 09:00:42 AM EDT

Thursday, September 20
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If you want something that really catches the light, try on the solar jewelry by Alice Planas
and Leif Krinkle at Greylock Arts. Made of small photovoltaic cells and surface-mount
electronics on custom-designed circuit boards, the pins and pendants look like intricate,
geometric indigenous jewelry from just a few steps away, but - exposed to a bright light
source like the sun for any period of time - transform stored energy into glittering LEDs
when light levels drop.
Planas and Krinkle said their new line of jewelry, called Starlights, meld designs, electrical
components and sustainable energy in stylish accessories.

Premier Properties

"We pushed design possibilities in order to create aesthetically pleasing wearable
technology that charges in the light and electrifies in the dark," they wrote in their artists'
statement.
The solar jewelry is part of Sustainable Energy Art, a group exhibit of alternative energy art
and installations by students from New York University's Interactive Telecommunications
Program.
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building on Summer Street
in Adams a year ago and
opened Greylock Arts
earlier this summer.
Sustainable Energy Art is
their second exhibit.
Solar jewelry isn't the
exhibit's only wearable
technology.
As long as you don't want
to get wet, Andrew
Schneider's solar-powered
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bikini is the perfect beach
accoutrement. This piece
of wearable solar-powered
technology, displayed
alluringly in Greylock's
window, functions instead
to charge your iPod so
even if you can't cool off,
you can stay entertained.
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Another piece, "Wallfowers" by Megan MacMurray and Angela Pablo, matches aesthetics
with social consciousness in strings of bright flowers. Easily the exhibit's most traditionally
decorative piece, the flowers are made of discarded plastic grocery bags - the kind you see
snagged on branches or rolling like tumbleweeds down city streets.
"It's about energy consumption (and) waste as a result of our over-use of plastic bags,"
Belanger said. "These bags end up in landfills more often than not and this piece
transforms them into something less easy to discard or forget."
The exhibit also features Rory Nugent's Solar-Powered Xylophone, which Belanger said
emits an unpredictable string of notes when the afternoon sun slants through the gallery
window.
"There's this whole movement in sound art of autonomous instruments and this is just the
latest step," Belanger said.
The largest piece in the exhibit is Krinkle's Krinkle-O-Tron, a human-powered carousel that,
when turned counter-clockwise by four people pushing scooters, plays the soundtrack to
Stanley Kubrick's 1971 film "A Clockwork Orange."
"That piece is sort of creepy and carousel-like," Belanger said of the music, demonstrating
the Krinkle-O-Tron this week.
The faster the carousel goes, the faster the music plays, which was a big hit at last
weekend's opening reception.
Belanger said at one point, a woman in her 90s, a man in his 30s and his 3-year-old son
were pushing the carousel together.
"That was a really magical moment and that's what we want to do, appeal to a wide
audience," he said.
The offbeat, intriguing, innovative and sustainably-powered functional pieces in Greylock
Arts' current exhibit encapsulate the gallery's mission to promote interactive technical arts,
Belanger said.
"We hope to keep showing unconventional art you don't see in conventional galleries either
because it's deemed difficult to sell and it's not worth the risk or because it's one of a kind
and the artist is not interested in selling it," he said.
After nine years of living in Boston and New York, Belanger, a Web site developer, said he
and Petit are thrilled to have found an area that seems to combine the best of many
worlds, including beautiful natural surroundings that remind Belanger of his Arkansas roots.
"I'm kind of burnt out on city life," he said with a wry smile, "but we didn't want to move to
an area that's so remote we can't be part of an artistic community. This is central to Boston
and New York but we couldn't do this in New York, or Boston for that matter. I really think
this place has so many qualities."
Sustainable Energy Art will be on display through Oct. 28 at Greylock Arts, 93 Summer St.
in Adams. The gallery will be open most Friday and Saturday afternoons from 1-4 p.m. or
by appointment. Works in the storefront are visible at all times. Info: 413-241-8692 or
greylockarts.net/
sustainable-energy-art.
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ADAMS — Specialty bikinis have long been of
interest to Americans. In the 1960s, movies like
"The Ghost in the Invisible Bikini," "Dr. Goldfoot and
the Bikini Machine" and "How to Stuff a Wild Bikini"
fueled the dreams of swimwear visionaries
everywhere. These days, however, a contemporary
artist has used technology to get the ball rolling
again.
A recent New York University graduate in the
Interactive Technologies program, Andrew
Schneider created a solar-powered bikini for the
ITP Winter show. The idea is that the bikini will soak
up rays even as the girl wearing it does and the
power from that activity can be used to recharge
her iPod while at the beach.

Artist Andrew Schneider has created a
bikini that can recharge an iPod.
Submitted...

Schneider started the project with a different
purpose and much larger ideas formed in a
sustainable energy class that barely held his
interest while signing up for it, but seized his attention when all the students were asked
what their goals and interest in the subject were.
"I was really very excited by what everyone was saying about changing our energy habits,"
said Schneider, "changing habits on a very local level to see what we can do to effect
relative change — but I leaned over to my
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buddy and said something
like 'I'm going to make a
bikini that cools your beer.'
We laughed about it and I
realized half way through
the semester that I could."
The beer cooler was
downgraded to iPod
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charger for technical
reasons — a bikini, frankly,
did not have enough
surface area to apply the
required solar tiles to build
up the proper energy. Still,
Schneider was able to
fashion the world's sexiest
battery charger.
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Schneider spent his first year learning the electronic tools of his new trade — first day, all
student are taught to program a microchip to make a little LED light blink.
"My head basically exploded, because it was all new to me," said Schneider, "but
sometime around second semester, I realized what these tools are for and what I could do
with them. From there, it took off."
Schneider's work often examined the interaction between body and circuit. One of his early
contraptions used an eye tracker to control a VCR. Schneider would show a video of
himself walking — depending on which direction he was heading on the screen, a viewer's
eyes would follow him and this would cause the tracker to make the video fast forward or
rewind. It was when he took a course called "Wearables of ITT" that he took the biological
and the technological and joined them physically.
"I was constantly affixing cameras to my face," said Schneider. "It became a cliché with me,
putting screens and cameras on my face and documenting certain habits in life. I made this
camera that recorded your mouth and everything you say, but it's only one side of a
conversation. It would concatenate everything that you said during your day, to give you a
different look into what you were actually saying."
This work lead to his thesis project, "Experimental Devices for Performance," which brought
together five wearable gadgets as one showpiece: The Perform-o-shoes, a pair of shoes
with matching hat rigged with sensors that control audio, video and lighting according to the
performer's moves; the Blinkcam, which takes a photo every time the wearer blinks so he or
she can see what they are missing during that blink and recover lost time; Twitchset, a
helmet that allows the control of stage lights with arm movements; Facemask, a hat that
takes different moving images of right eye, mouth and face; and Prolixus, a set of
interactive video mouths that allows wearers to trade the images of each other's mouths on
video screens attached to a helmet.
Schneider's irreverence really got attention, however, after he built a better bikini. The first
person to take notice was Miss Rhode Island, Allison Rogers, after Schneider had gotten
some online attention for his work.
"Her platform for this year's Miss America Pageant was 'go green' or something like that,"
said Schneider. "She wanted to wear it for the swimsuit competition, so I researched her a
little bit. She was smart, very, very smart, so I agreed to loan it to her, but it wasn't going to
be allowed to be in the swimsuit competition, you had to have a special sort of swimsuit."
The bikini has been worn by live models on television on a couple occasions, and used in
several gallery shows and festivals. In December, it will be making an appearance on the
Janice Dick-inson Modeling Experience reality show on Oxygen.
"It even went to Paris for some nude show," said Schneider. "I hardly ever got my hands on
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it, so by the time I finally did see it, it was in rough shape."
Schneider has also gotten a few odd business proposals because of the work. One
contractor who sells technical equipment to the military was interested in the beer cooler —
also known as iDrink. The Austrian Open tennis tournament invited him to develop a hat
equivalent to sell during the event — he didn't take their offer of a booth, but they were so
insistent that they offered to man it themselves and forgo the requirement that he do all the
sales work.
"Sometimes I have to pretend like I'm an actual company and not just a grad student who
made these things," Schneider said.
For Schneider, the entire experience has proven one of the points he wanted to make when
he started the project, the idea of sustainability as a hip buzz word. From his vantage point,
people were so busy jumping on the green bandwagon as it was being sold as something
cool to do that they weren't actually researching the issue — they were just buying into
marketing. There are plenty of consumers out there who are willing to do their part to save
the world as long as there is a hip item or activity attached to the deed — for instance,
something as silly as a solar-powered bikini. Schneider recognized such absurdity in
fashioning the beachwear.
"It's always a good thing when people get into the issues," he said, "but unless they really,
really know what's going on, it can also be a harmful thing. If people are just blindly saying
'Oh, it's organic' or 'Oh, it's cage free' or whatever the buzz word of the day is that people
want to join the bandwagon on — a lot of people don't actually know what they're doing,
they just want to do it because they feel good about it."
Schneider has also been able to apply some of the lessons learned from this experience to
his performance plans — after all, there has been a performance aspect to the selling of
the bikini, dealing with marketers and television people. He's also gotten a clearer picture of
the how he can use technology "for both good and evil."
"I have realized that I can make things that are a bit more product oriented," he said, "but
use that to get people to look at what I'm actually saying, attract the attention and then say
whatever I want to say."
Schneider's plan is to go back to his original idea and pursue the iDrink. To achieve this,
he's going to make a male bathing suit counterpart to the bikini. The more generous
surface of the male suit will allow for more solar cells, which will in turn be able to generate
enough power to cool that brew.
"The iPod's iconic, the bikini's iconic and I think the beer would be a nice compliment," said
Schneider.
Andrew Schneider can be found online at andrewjs.com. The solar-powered bikini will be
on display at Greylock Arts in Adams beginning Friday, Sept. 14.
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Launching Greylock Arts in Adams, Mass.
Sustainable Energy Art Features New Media
By Charles Giuliano - 2007-09-24

INSIDE

Sustainable Energy Art
Greylock Arts
September 14 through October 28
The Artists: Leif Krinkle, Megan MacMurray and Angela
Pablo, Rory Nugent, Alice Planas, Hatti Lim, Meredith
Silverman, Andrew Schneider
93 Summer Street, Adams, Mass. 01220. Phone 413 241
8692
Open weekends and by appointment
http://www.greylockarts.net
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Marianne Petit teaches
at New York
University's Interactive
Telecommunications
Program from which
Matthew Belanger is a
graduate. Giuliano
photos.

From the top floor of their brick, industrial
building, at 93 Summer Street, in the downtown
business district of Adams, Mass. the artists, Matthew
Belanger and Marianne Petit, can see Mount Greylock,
the tallest peak in Massachusetts. Back in the day their
location placed them in the midst of a bustling business
district in walking distance of three Roman Catholic
churches in what still is a Polish neighborhood. Today,
there is little or no traffic on the street with only a
handful of stores struggling to survive.
There have been decades of talk about economic
relief for the hard hit Northern Berkshire community,
including developing Greylock Glen. But mostly, just
talk. Even former governor, Jane Swift, a native of the
area, couldn't get a project off the ground. Overall,
Adams is a lovely town. Particularly now with such grass
roots arts developments as their Greylock Gallery and
Topia Arts which is still in process of becoming a reality
in a former movie theatre.

ARCHIVE
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The GreylockArts
storefront window
features a Solar Bikini
by Andrew Schneider.

Going round and round
on the Krinkle-O-Tron.

This feisty senior took a

When the artists moved in a year ago they were
excited about the potential of the elegant storefront of
their home which was formerly a clothing store. It has a
vintage oak interior with classic tin ceiling. They are
trying to adapt the space for exhibitions while not
disturbing the unique architectural detail of their
landmark building. So what we find here is not the usual
white cube of most contemporary galleries.
Actually, there is very little that is conventional or
predictable about GreylockArts. It is certainly not a
gallery in the usual sense. Given the highly experimental,
technological work that they present it is unlikely that
their exhibitions are intended to make sales and
generate income. It is better to approach their concept as
a Project Space or independent Kunsthalle. It is a grass
roots effort sustained by their own resources, the
cooperation of the artists they present, and lots of sweat
equity. There are minimal resources for marketing so
mostly people come to them by word of mouth and
media coverage. It helps that the local weekly, The
Advocate, gave them a nice spread as has the daily North
Adams Transcript. That kind of visibility helps but
during the opening of the current exhibition
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This feisty senior took a
"Sustainable Energy Art" many of those attending were
spin.
artists from the nearby Eclipse Mill in North Adams.
Similarly, the couple has been visible at local gallery
openings and active in the arts community.
GreylockArts will be participating in the North Adams
Open Studios events planned for the 12th of October
weekend.
The jewelry lights up at
night.

The couple is connected to the New York
University Interactive Telecommunications Program.
Matthew is a graduate and Marianne teaches in the
program. The artists whom they show frequently are
connected with NYU as faculty or graduates. So there is a
very specific bias to the kind of work that interests them.
In any location, and under the most ideal circumstances,
it is work that is unfamiliar and generally a tough sell.
But also reflects the tech based obsessions of their
generation.

The Solar Xylophone
emits a random play of
So, perhaps, there is a generation gap to
notes. (Photo courtesy of
overcome, at least for me, in understanding the basis of
GreylockArts).
the work. But that didn't seem to stop a rather elderly
neighbor from embracing their exhibition. One of the
works, taking up most of the gallery space, is the
Krinkle-O-Tron by Leif Krinkle. It is a rather elaborate
device which involves four scooters attached to blades
which by foot power turn a device which creates energy
to power a screen of images and a sound track for
Belanger takes a break
Stanley Kubrick's 1971 film "A Clockwork Orange." The
from the opening with formidable and adventurous senior took a turn at
the artists, Larry Alice, making the piece go round and round. Hey, if she can do
left and Jeff Hudson
it, well…
from the Eclipse Mill.
One of the advantages of having a storefront
location with limited hours, on a less than busy street, is that one can just drop by
and see several pieces in the windows which jut out, flanking the recessed
doorway entrance. One of the works "The Solar Bikini" on a mannequin, by
Andrew Schneider, is bound to stir up a fuss with the locals. The brief swim wear
is retrofitted with 1 x 4" photovoltaic, film strips sewn together in series with
conductive thread. The cells terminate in a 5 volt regulator into a female USB
connection. In theory that's enough power to run her iPod just as long as she opts
not to get wet which might prove to be quite shocking. It is certainly a novel
conflation of fashion and renewable energy. Which is a unifying theme in the
works on view.
Also displayed in the window are "Wallflowers" by Megan MacMurray and
Angela Pablo. They have cut flower shapes adhering to the walls using recycled
plastic shopping bags. Normally this material gets tossed into landfills where it
may biodegrade over the next million years or so. But here it has a second life as
works of art.
The "Solar Xylophone" by Rory Nugent is a solar powered, solar controlled,
autonomous, musical instrument. The xylophone was designed with hopes of
using renewable energy as a responsible way of powering the piece but also as a
powerful theme to drive its artistic elements. It plays whenever sun is available
with an unpredictable string of notes. So that is certainly stretching the notion of
music in a manner that might have interested the late John Cage and his use of
"chance operations."
Also in the window passersby may view the Solar Jewelry of Leif Krinkle,
Alice Planas, Hatti Lim and Meridith Silverman. Again, the small wearable pieces
entail means of storing solar energy during the day and producing illumination by
night. Recently, an MIT student, Star Simpson, wearing a similar piece of jewelry
http://www.berkshirefinearts.com/show_article.php?article_id=432&category=fine%20arts
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was arrested at gun point while attempting to board an airplane at Boston's
Logan International Airport.. It appears that the world, or at least Homeland
Security, is not ready for such techy wearable art during a time of threats of
terrorism.
So, GreylockArts, welcome to the neighborhood. Or did I mean Global
Village.

Links to other useful sites:
www.massmoca.org/
Mass MoCA
www.berkshiremuseum.org/
Berkshire Museum
www.clarkart.edu/index_noflash.cfm
Clark Art Institute
www.wcma.org/
Williams College Museum of Art
www.icaboston.org/
ICA Boston
www.mfa.org/
Museum of Fine Arts Boston
www.decordova.org/
DeCordova Museum
www.brandeis.edu/rose/
Rose Art Museum
web.mit.edu/lvac/www/menu/menu.html
MIT List Visual Arts
www.saatchi-gallery.co.uk/
Saatchi Museum
www.moma.org/
MoMA
www.whitney.org/
Whitney Museum
www.metmuseum.org/
Metropolitan Museum
www.guggenheim.org/
Guggenheim Museum
All rights reserved www.berkshirefinearts.com
privacy policy
Website Design and maintenance by MediaX Productions
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Taking art for a spin
By John E. Mitchell, North Adams Transcript
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At a time when the entire world is scuttling around
for alternative and sustainable forms of energy, Leif
Krinkle thinks he may have hit on the ultimate
solution — scooter power.
Krinkle's self-made contraption the Krinkle-O-Tron
is the result of that idea, an interactive sculpture
that powers itself through the participation of art
gallery visitors. Get a few people to take a spin on it
and the installation comes to life on a rear screen
projector that takes advantage of the riders.
"Kids use it way better than adults," said Krinkle. "I
think adults are more concrete in their ideas of
what is proper to do in a group of people and riding
around on scooters doesn't figure as one of them,
so I think the adults take a little more coaxing."

The world's first scooter-powered art
installation, the Krinkle-O-Tron, in action.
...

Krinkle doesn't consider himself an artist, nor does
he consider the Krinkle-O-Tron a piece of art — in
his mind it's more of a carnival ride appropriate to festivals. Krinkle's background is more in
line with this that sort of presentation — his work has largely consisted of audio and video
accompaniment for art performance, including a recent journey to the Burning Man Festival,
where huge interactive installations
and sculptures are the
norm.
Advertisement
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"The Krinkle-O-Tron is
almost like a sideshow
attraction," said Krinkle. "I
think that's just me and my
concrete thing, because in
galleries there are a lot of
proper things and
etiquette and bureaucracy
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and, again, this question
of is it art or is it not, and I
really just forgo those."
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"There was this whole idea of creating interactive environments," said Krinkle, "controlling
all your senses and having user interaction with them, giving everyone the sense that they
had some input or some responsibility in creating the experience."
Seeking more technical experience, Krinkle enrolled in the Interactive Telecommunications
Program at New York University, where he was able to gain what further technical skills he
required. The experience also opened him up to the further possibilities on the road he was
traveling.
"Everything is malleable," said Krinkle, "whether it's sound or video or photography, some
sort of digital or analog input into the computer, you can create or manipulate just about
anything, even your reality if you get intense enough with the media. That's what I was
going for with a few of these projects, recontextualizing the dimension that we experience
reality in — whether it's time and space or how we physically interact with that — and
building physical interfaces for digital media to do all that."
Robot music
Krinkle also works as the managing director of LEMUR — that is, League of Electronic
Musical Urban Robots — a group based in Brooklyn that creates robotic musical
instruments. One of the organization's most notorious and successful ventures was a live
concert with guest performers, including the band They Might Giants. Krinkle and his cohorts also performed "Ballet Mecha-nique," a century-old peiece of music written for 16
synchronized player pianos before the technology for performing it even existed.
Krinkle thinks that the best way to address the possibilities of technology in regard to the
serious good it can do is illustrate these ideas through the whimsy of performance and art.
"It strikes up a conversation," he said.
One of those back and forths is with a company that is designing sustainable health clinics
in Rwanda and Sudan that need to generate their own clean water and doesn't have the
money or resources to maintain and operate a generator. Krinkle sees the Krinkle-O-Tron
as the answer — a human powered water pump.
"One of the physicians we're talking to in Rwanda is saying 'Well, we don't have enough
money for solar cells, we don't have time for the adults to be cranking generator pumps or
whatever, we don't have the money or the mechanics to have a diesel generator,' and
we're like 'Well, you have these children, right?'" said Krinkle. "Make a whole playground of
electricity and water pumping play toys, things that could be made easily from whatever
scrap material is around."
The Krinkle-O-Tron itself was made out of found scrap material — the most costly
components were the scooters, which came in at $150. If the idea of people scooting
around on a homemade carousel strikes anyone as a bit "Gilligan's Island," well, it is —but
sustainability and ingenuity don't have to be dour activities. Krinkle has learned that having
a laugh serves creative unity well.
"Just having humor is so inspiring and such a connecting point for everybody to appreciate
the work," he said.
Krinkle's dual interest of technology and sustainability are in his blood — he grew up on a
peach orchard in Michigan that his father outfitted to be green.
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"We have a greenhouse with solar panels and geothermal heating and a lot of things that
were really ahead of their time when my dad was building the house in the late 70s," said
Krinkle. "I always grew up working around tractors and having this idea that we are using
non sustainable resources and we have to use them sparingly, we can't pollute the world."
Krinkle's father died when he was eight years old — Krinkle ran the orchard throughout his
childhood and teen years. Though he moved on as an adult, he still has plans of returning
to his agricultural roots, while adding an artistic element to it, influenced by the number of
rural art communities and sculptural gardens that he has discovered through the years.
"I see going back there and setting up a residency," said Krinkle, "and doing intensive
organic farming and having classes in art and sustainable practices and organic farming
and canning and knitting and whatever we can do to create and promote sustainable living
practices on this 50 acre farm and have a sort of art farm."
Krinkle sees that technology itself has made this dream a realistic one. The Internet has
created a system through which no one is cut-off — and computers have provided a
means to create art and experience in new forms. Krinkle has spent years learning these
tools and figuring out how to apply them to real life by experimenting with them in his
creations — and that, he thinks, is always the point of art.
"It's the new medium," said Krinkle. "If I were living in the 19th century, paints and
canvasses and inks would be great, the printing press. It's just what we have access to —
and the fact that the technology in everyday life gives the ability to modify that and make it
personalized and make it artistic, it makes it so much more easy now, you're not stuck with
the one aspect thing."
Leif Krinkle's "Krinkle-O-Tron" is currently on display at Greylock Arts in Adams. Visit
www.greylockarts.net. Krinkle can be found online at www.leifkrinkle.com.
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North Adams Open Studios 2007

October 2007

Gregory Shakar
WWWMOODVECTORCOM

Rory Nugent
WWWPRIZE PONYCOM

In October 2007 we participated in North Adams
Open Studios, a two-day event that brought over
500 people into our space at the MCLA Gallery
51 Annex on Main Street. At the Open Studios,
we exhibited works by Gabe Barcia-Colombo,
Matthew Belanger, Marianne R. Petit, Rory Nugent,
Gregory Shakar, and Daniel Shiffman.
Included are photos from the event.

Daniel Shiffman
WWWSHIFFMANNET

Matthew Belanger
WWWMATTHEWBELANGERNET

Marianne Petit
WWWMRPETITCOM

Gabe Barcia-Colombo
WWWGABEBCCOM

Greylock Arts
93 Summer Street Adams, MA 01220
  ÈÈÈsÈÈÈINFO GREYLOCKARTSNETÈÈÈsÈÈÈWWWGREYLOCKARTSNET

October 2007 - North Adams Open Studios

Above: a visitor interacts with “Swarm” by Daniel Shiffman
Right: “The Wood Urchin” by Gregory Shakar (front); “The Solar
Xylophone” by Rory Nugent (back)

Left: “The Wood Urchin”
by Gregory Shakar;
“Metaglyphs” by Matthew
Belanger; animations by
Gabe Barcia-Colombo
and Marianne R. Petit;
and “Swarm” by Daniel
Shiffman

LEDs are Pretty

An interactive exhibit celebrating the simple and ubiquitous
Light Emitting Diode.

Exhibit Dates: November 16th - December 28th 2007
Opening Reception: Friday November 16th 2007, 5:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Gallery Hours: Saturdays 1-4 pm and by appointment
Appointments can be made by phone or email.

Greylock Arts
93 Summer Street Adams, MA 01220 • 413-241-8692 • info@greylockarts.net • www.greylockarts.net

LEDs Are Pretty

November 2007
Our third exhibit was a group exhibition entitled
LEDs are Pretty and featured The Chandelier by
Miriam Songster; Constellations by Carlyn Maw
Fireflies by John Schimmel; The Luscious Electric
Delight by Leif Krinkle; and Stoneglow by Minsoo
Lee, Rory Nugent and Gregory Stringer.

A group exhibition of art utilizing LEDs
(Light Emitting Diodes).
In this interactive exhibit we explore the simple and
ubiquitous Light Emitting Diode’s capacity as an expressive
object. Artists use the LED to generate light, display images
and patterns, respond to our actions, and reﬂect on our
environment. The result is a collection of diverse works
that truly celebrate the beauty of the LED.

Exhibit Dates & Hours:
November 16th – December 28th 2007
Open Saturdays 1 - 4 p.m. and by appointment.
Appointments can be made by phone or email.
Opening Reception:
Friday November 16th 2007, 5:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Greylock Arts
93 Summer Street Adams, MA 01220
  ÈÈÈsÈÈÈINFO GREYLOCKARTSNETÈÈÈsÈÈÈWWWGREYLOCKARTSNET

Included are all materials related to the
exhibit, including flyers, press releases, photo
documentation of the exhibit, and the opening
reception.

Greylock Arts
For Immediate Release
October 2007 - Adams, MA
Greylock Arts is pleased to announce its upcoming exhibit, LEDs are Pretty, a group
exhibition of art utilizing LEDs (Light Emitting Diodes). In this interactive exhibit we explore
the simple and ubiquitous Light Emiting Diode’s capacity as an expressive object. Artists use
the LED to generate light, display images and patterns, respond to our actions, and reflect on
our environment. The result is a collection of diverse works that truly celebrate the beauty of
the LED.
Works include:
The Chandelier by Miriam Songster
Constellations by Carlyn Maw
Fireflies by John Schimmel
The Luscious Electric Delight by Leif Krinkle
Stoneglow by Minsoo Lee, Rory Nugent and Gregory Stringer
Please join us for the opening of LEDs are Pretty on Friday November 16th 2007
from 5:30 – 8:30 p.m.
The exhibit will be on view September 16th – December 28th 2007.
Works in the storefront are visible at all times.
The Gallery is open on Saturdays from 1-4 and by appointment.
Please call 413-241-8692 or email info@greylockarts.net
Greylock Arts
Greylock Arts is an arts organization located at the foot of Mount Greylock in the town of
Adams, Massachusetts. We are committed to showing the work of compelling artists, with an
emphasis on underrepresented forms of interactive and new media arts, in our Summer Street
gallery. We see community involvement and education as a key component of our future
plans in Berkshire County and beyond.

93 Summer Street Adams, MA 01220 • 413-241-8692 • info@greylockarts.net • www.greylockarts.net

Greylock Arts
LEDs are Pretty: The Artworks
Chandelier, by Miriam Songster
This work combines disparate materials – and their very different associates - to shed light on
questions of beauty and value. The indestructible yet disposable plastic cable tie meets the
glamour of Austrian crystal. The formality and luxuriousness of the traditional crystal chandelier is
infiltrated by the modern light emitting diode. The precise pattern formed by the LEDs contrasts
with the soft, organic pattern of light bouncing off water. The result a mongrel but perhaps no
worse off for it.
For more information: www.songster.net
Constellations, by Carlyn Maw
“Constellations” is a body of work exploring the similarities and differences between how people
relate to stars and their social networks. The night sky burgeons with a vast array of lights in a
chaotic tumble. Through the centuries, with the great human compulsion to organize, people
have embossed their own relationships onto the celestial firmament, layering mythologies on
the void to find direction and hold loneliness at bay. As the stars themselves become dim in the
urban landscape, people are in constant contact with an increasing number of other humans.
The nature of these connections has also changed. One may see the deli counter guy daily, the
favorite TV actress weekly, and a parent once a year at best. These interactions are set in a field of
shared subway platforms, hugs, handshakes, text messages, telephone calls, emails and Scrabulous
games. Inspired by stock photography, family photographs and star charts, this phase of the
project employes LEDs and gold on canvas to isolate individual interpersonal archetypes, offering
up messy relationships as stilled sparks of light.
For more information: www.chippedteacup.net
Fireflies, by John Schimmel
Fireflies are networked nightlights for a local environment, the jars can be placed in different
bedrooms or other spots around a home so people can communicate with one another through
simply tapping on the jars. If you tap the jar in your bedroom you will pulse the colored fireflies
associated with that jar. The neighboring jars in your home will receive and pulse your taps, record
them and then play them back. The neighboring jars can respond with their own tapping and
broadcast themselves to the nightlights in the home.
While a person is tapping the jar, they are in a broadcast mode where they get approximately 4
seconds of tap time and the other jars are in listening mode, again, for approximately 4 seconds.
After the 4 seconds is up there all the jars play back the recorded taps they have received. Fireflies
work using radio frequency (RF) which broadcasts only when a jar is being tapped.
For more information: www.base2john.com/fireflies

93 Summer Street Adams, MA 01220 • 413-241-8692 • info@greylockarts.net • www.greylockarts.net

Greylock Arts
LEDs are Pretty : The Artworks (continued)
The Luscious Electric Delight, by Leif Krinkle
The Luscious Electric Delight is a psychedelic display system designed to extend the perceptional
apparatus of the viewer. A matrix of 2,100 light emitting diodes programmed to display
algorithmically generated psychedelic graphics. The algorithms employ two dimensional graphs
of complex waveforms that evolve over the third dimension of time. These images evoke a set of
perceptional sensations in the viewer using stroboscopic movement and blinky lights.
For more information: www.leifkrinkle.com/installation/luscouselectricdelight
Stoneglow, by Minsoo Lee, Rory Nugent and Gregory Stringer
Stoneglow is a collection of stone-shaped lighting devices that change color depending on their
relationship to one another. Each stone has an inherent color personality that is either red, green
or blue. When placed near another stone, the color of a stone shifts and fades, mixing its inherent
color with the color of each neighboring stone. The stones are encouraged to be rearranged and
played with, in order to explore various color sequences and even unique color combinations.
Stoneglow can be viewed as either a playful piece of art or an interesting device for interior
lighting. For more information: prize-pony.com/pcomp/stoneglow/

93 Summer Street Adams, MA 01220 • 413-241-8692 • info@greylockarts.net • www.greylockarts.net

Greylock Arts
LEDs are Pretty: Artist Bios
For more than ten years Leif Krinkle has been collaborating with artists, musicians and designers
from around the world, developing multidimensional media and challenging the potential of
traditional art forms. In 2000 Leif created Krinkle New Media, a production company specializing
in interactive sound and video production. He has since produced albums for internationally
acclaimed musicians, designed multimedia performances, and engineered interactive installations.
Today Leif is fabricating musical robots, designing large nonlinear display systems, and
engineering physical devices for interaction with immersive multimedia environments.
For more information: www.leifkrinkle.com
Minsoo Lee, Rory Nugent, and Gregory Stringer are all currently attending the Interactive
Telecommunications program at NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts. Minsoo Lee received a B.F.A.
in Interior Architecture at Kookmin University in Korea and is currently working at Asymptote
Architecture in New York. He has a great interest in grafting architectural space with interactivity
via physical computing and computational media. Gregory Stringer has a diverse work
background in areas such as interaction design, information science, and the hospitality field.
He recently completed an internship at R/GA in New York and is interested in making accessible
technology that appeals to our sense of play and wonder. Rory Nugent has a B.A. in Computer
Science from Stevens Institute of Technology. He has a strong interest in sustainable design and is
ultimately looking to create art and technology that can reacquaint us with natural environments.
For more info: Minsoo Lee - http://www.minsooframe.com.
Rory Nugent - http://prize-pony.com Gregory Stringer -http://www.gregorystringer.com
Carlyn Maw is a New Media Artist and Designer based out of New York CIty. The daughter of a
historian and a lawyer, her work reflects intensive research into past forms with an emphasis on
the visual language of science and of religion. Her work frequently combines new technologies
with traditional mediums as a way to engage both with the conversations of the past and
the shifting ideas of the future. Carlyn’s diverse background includes photography, physics
and ethnography. Most recently she served as a Researcher and Adjunct Faculty at New York
University’s Interactive Telecommunications Program from where she received her master’s
degree in 2005.
For more information: www.chippedteacup.net
John Schimmel is currently a resident researcher and adjunct instructor at the Interactive
Telecommunications Program at NYU working with assistive technology. His personal work
includes self expression tools for people with disabilities, playful physical objects connected to the
Internet, tools for public performance broadcasting and innovative web applications. Schimmel
has a degree in Information Science and Technology from Drexel University and a master’s degree
from ITP at NYU.
For more information: www.base2john.com

93 Summer Street Adams, MA 01220 • 413-241-8692 • info@greylockarts.net • www.greylockarts.net

Greylock Arts
LEDs are Pretty: Artist Bios (Continued)
Miriam Songster grew up near Boston, has lived in London and Sydney Australia, and
currently calls Brooklyn home. She received a BA in Economics and worked professionally as an
economist before attending graduate school, where she earned a Master’s at NYU’s Interactive
Telecommunication Program.
Miriam’s artistic pursuits began with documentary film and video, starting with her involvement
in a women’s video collective and ultimately leading to the scripting and production of
documentaries, public service announcements, and video installations such as that for Boston’s
“First Night” festival. Her interest in installation grew during her time with Reclamation Artists, a
group of Boston-area artists and architects working in transitional urban spaces.
Beginning with her contribution to the 2005 NY Fashion District Arts Festival, The Green Scent of
Pink: an experiment in manufactured synaesthesia, Miriam has been creating immersive, multisensory installation pieces. These enclosed spaces juxtapose familiar sensory inputs – scent, color,
and sounds – in unexpected ways. By creating a disjuncture between what is expected and what
is actually sensed within the installation environment, these pieces thrust the participant into an
environment that alters their awareness of place and of self.
For more information: www.songster.net

93 Summer Street Adams, MA 01220 • 413-241-8692 • info@greylockarts.net • www.greylockarts.net

November 2007
LEDs Are Pretty
Installation and Opening Reception.

Constellation, StoneGlow with artist Rory Nugent, Chandelier,
The Luscious Electric Delight with artist Leif Krinkle, and
Fireflies.
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Tuesday, November 13

Click photo to enlarge

ADAMS — Lights most people don't see — or at
least don't appreciate — are designed to dazzle in
an exhibition opening at the new Greylock Arts
gallery on Summer Street this Friday from 5:30 to
8:30 p.m.
"They're everywhere, but we don't think about them
when we're sitting at a traffic light or plugging in an
electronic device," shaggy-haired curator Matthew
Belanger said on Monday about light-emitting
diodes, more commonly known as LEDs.
One reason LEDs are difficult to recognize is
because most of the bulbs are filtered, such as in a
traffic light, through a layer of plastic, Belanger
said.

Artist Miriam Songster installs her work in
the storefront window of Greylock Arts on
Summer...

"They're a clear symbol of the electronic world we
live in," he said of the mid-1920s invention, which
grew popular in the 1960s.
As Belanger spoke, he leaned on the most popular piece in the gallery's previous exhibit —
a kind of carousel in which participants push themselves on Razor scooters around a hub
that lights up when the riders charge enough electricity.
Behind him, artist Miriam Songster of New York City prepared for the new exhibit. She
chained cable ties into a chandelier in the storefront window that will light up with more
than 100 tiny, unfiltered
LED bulbs.
Advertisement
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Songster is one of seven
artists who will present
their work on Friday. The
carousel will be gone by
then, and so will the solarPage 1 of 3
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paneled bikini that
powered an iPod (sold to
Sports Illustrated), but
some new pieces will also
be interactive.
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Artist John Schimmel, for
example, will allow people
to tap on jars filled with
electronic "fireflies," which
are different-colored
LEDs. The jars are
networked, so if a person
taps one of the jars, lights
will pulse in the others.
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Songster, a Web site producer by day, got to know Belanger and his partner, Marianne
Petit, through shared interests in computer technology, she said. She customized two
chandeliers to fit into the gallery's front windows and hopes to return to Adams in the future
with artwork customized to the entire community living in the former mill town. Until then,
she is inviting viewers to question the value of her plastic light fixtures.
"I think chandeliers are a symbol of luxury and wealth," the petite artist said, yanking the
ties into small loops. "But here, I've made them out of cable ties, which are inexpensive
and don't get respect from anybody."
Belanger, who opened Greylock Arts in July, said he enjoys living in Adams after bouncing
between a few large cities. He has been especially pleased when schoolchildren visit, he
said — one class liked riding the scooter carousel so much, it was difficult to get them to
leave.
"We're really building, and it's beginning to snowball," he said. "We're really looking forward
to 2008."
The "LEDs Are Pretty" exhibit will run through Dec. 28. for more information, visit
www.greylockarts.net or call 413-241-8692.
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Artists use the LED to generate light, display
images and patterns, respond to our actions, and
reflect on our environment.
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The show will feature work by Miriam Songster, Leif
Krinkle, Carlyn Maw, Minsoo Lee, Rory Nugent and
Gregory Stringer.
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Greylock Arts in Adams will feature a group
exhibition of art utilizing LEDs (light emitting
diodes). In this interactive exhibit, artists will explore
the simple and ubiquitous light emitting diode's
capacity as an expressive object.

Leif Krinkle's 'Luscious Electric Delight.'
Submitted photo

Call 413-241-8692 or visit www.greylockarts.net.
Take the J Train
On Saturday, Nov. 17, at 8 p.m., Roy Nathanson and the Jazz Passengers — last seen in
North Adams performing his live score to "Creature from the Black Lagoon" — return with a
program devoted to the delights of the NYC subway. Nathanson's poetic subway storysongs are backed by exhilarating instrumental work, sampled sounds from deep beneath
the city streets, and projected images of the greatest mass transit system in the world.
The Jazz Passengers

Advertisement
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were founded in 1987 by
saxophonist Roy
Nathanson and trombonist
Curtis Fowlkes, two men
who found a strong affinity
in their Brooklyn roots,
their affection for hard
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The art of stargazing
By John E. Mitchell, North Adams Transcript
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ADAMS — Light guides and attracts and enlightens — and one artist is using them to
fashion charts of personal relationships where they do all three.
Maw, who is a researcher and professor of communications at New York Univer-sity in the
Interactive Telecom-munications program, has taken several canvases and inserted LEDs
in them, with the idea that each light springs from a person's face. Around the lights are
spare figures in white implying two people's bodies, with heads fashioned from a pearl-type
silver and connected to each other with lines as you would see on star maps.
Maw drew on the relationships in her own families and others, particularly in the way family
relationships have been traditionally represented in art. Family photographs have been a
huge inspiration for Maw — she's studied the iconography of the form. The idea that the
subjects of these portraits are staring out of the photos in perpetuity fascinated Maw and
she thought to replace this human gaze with the outward beam of the LED lights.
"It actually works really well with LEDs because they have a really narrow range of light and
so they point directly out and engage the
viewer," said Maw.
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In creating these canvases
— and in her work still —
Maw studied the
placement of family
members in portraits, the
unspoken language of
relationships as used in
either fine art or popular
portraiture.
"It's really interesting if you
look at stock photo
images or if you go to a
gallery or museum like the
Met," said Maw, "there are
these various standardized
layouts of people that
imply different things.
That's what I'm exploring
right now."
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could use some mapping. It's with this in mind that Maw has dubbed the work "The
Constellation Project" and creates the canvases in order to chart out the actual relationship
between two people as one would stars in the sky — the constellations of personal
interaction.
"I wanted to start with were the dyads, the iconic intimate relationships," said Maw. "One of
the pieces is a mother and child, another piece is an older couple, another piece is a
younger couple and then there's one that's two sisters. What I wanted to start with were the
foundational relationships, how they get represented repeatedly in society."
Right now, Maw might be akin to a scientist studying a binary system, but her plan is to
widen the view of her scope and study larger systems with what she has learned about the
smaller ones.
"I'd like to move on from the dyads to the more complicated interactions," said Maw. "I
thought that just starting with the two people would be better because then what's
happening is that we have these foundational relationships that are the types that we take
in and on which we model every other relationship — is this person like my sister or like my
brother or like my parents, where do they fit in this, with the archetypes I already have?"
Maw began thinking about the project in regard to her relationship with the actual stars in
the sky — or rather, their disappearance from everyday significance.
"When I was little, I would go to summer camp and there would be a huge array of stars
and every year you ask 'Where's the Big Dipper?'" said Maw. "In the winter, you go back,
and you're in the city, so even though it's dark early, you can't see stars."
Stars, Maw points out, were integral to daily life because of their importance to navigation
as well as imagination and storytelling. Nowadays, they have been replaced in our
everyday interaction by normal humans who have been elevated to such a lofty level.
"They've really dropped into the background in our day-to-day culture, and yet that's what
we call celebrities — they're our stars," said Maw. "We've now replaced these celestial
bodies that are far out with these human beings that are closer and that models more
intimate relationships."
These human stars are so ingrained in our lives that a typical person will no doubt spend
more time looking at some celebrity than they will their own relatives — to Maw, this skews
the traditional perception of the relationships she explores and the effects they have on
people's lives.
"I'm never going to meet Jennifer Aniston — she's s a star — but I have met my sister,"
said Maw. "On 'Friends' reruns every night at 11, I can see Jennifer Aniston, but my sister
lives in California and I see her four times a year. There's this really interesting dynamic
going on between the things that are supposed to guide us and the things that actually do."
Stars were once used for navigation and guidance and they still are, but this time it is in
regard to personal lives and goals, as well as appearance and interests. It's a bit of
metaphorical beauty that stars are delivered to your daily life through the glowing medium
of television rather than nuclear fission.
"You start see these stars, these things represented on TV and in the movies and in
magazines as your neighbor," said Maw. "You couldn't do that a century ago, you couldn't
see these people that you didn't know quite so regularly, living these lives that were so
different from yours. I think that we've integrated this sense of these stars as 'This is what I
should idolize, this is what comes into my living room and glows every night.'"
Maw's work on the project has been a journey of artistic exploration for her, uncovering the
movement of old forms within new contexts — and how old media translated exactly into
the modern age.
"I'm interested in how old forms and new forms relate in new media, because there's this
sense that anything is possible," said Maw. "You end up with works that think of
themselves as very removed from the past and yet there are these forms that occur over
and over again. One of the pictures is a mother and a baby and to me it reads exactly like
a Byzantine icon. Art has been representing these types of relationships over and over and
over again and I wanted to see if I could use what is basically a pencil sketch in terms of
new media — LEDs."

Maw's thought was that there is a lot of very complicated technology out there that people
are utilizing out of the sheer excitement of being able to — complicated technology
becomes like a thesaurus that allows a writer to show-off language merely because he has
http://www.thetranscript.com/search/ci_7540668
the resource to do so at his fingertips. Maw considered the question of what if she stripped
down all the complication she had learned, what if she walked away from the world of mini
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"It's the first thing that someone learns how to do when they learn how to do new media
work, they learn how to light up an LED," said Maw. "Without even going any further than
that, without integrating infrared sensors or even any interaction at all, there's not even a
switch, fundamentally. What can just lighting up an LED do to our understanding of how to
represent forms in art?"
Maw has found that while the more complicated things might wow people, but most
experiences in working with technology starts out with the simple stuff and that's what will
engage beginners. Maw finds that showing an actual application of simple technology —
especially one that speaks to more complicated concepts — is a great way to engage
students and viewers.
"It's mind boggling what can be done these days, so it's nice to take a step back and ask
'Why? What do I really need? What am I really trying to say?'" said Maw. "And you go back
to your own message and then pick something that expresses the message as opposed to
just acquiring another skill. Can't you just say something simply?"
And simplicity is just as applicable to her themes as to the physical realization of her work.
"I have some sketches of some more elaborate pieces where it was a family reunion," said
Maw, "but I felt like what I really wanted to go back to were the dyads, were the one on one
relationships, because I think in some ways that those are the ones that have suffered the
most in our current context."
Maw's work is currently on display at Greylock Arts in Adams.
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Reconfiguring the firefly
By John E. Mitchell
Catching fireflies in a jar is well-mined childhood territory for many people — but in a technological world where
so many experiences are becoming virtual, it’s no surprise that one designer has created a networked, wireless
simulation of the final product.
John Schimmel, an adjunct professor at the New York University Interactive Telecommunications Program, has
networked three Mason jars to communicate with each other — taps outside one jar trigger blinking of one
color LED in all the jars. The jars work like any home wireless computer network — realized in modern
technological terms, but based in nostalgia. The idea began for Schimmel as a class project spurred on by a
conversation with his sister about their firefly catching activities as kids.
“We’d keep them in our bedrooms and by the morning they were all dead, but for that night, there was
something nice about that,” said Schimmel. “There’s a connection, we each had a jar in our room or we each
had a little plastic butter dish in our room, full of these little blinking lights. I thought it would be a nice project
to take on.”
Originally, Schimmel envisioned an interactive project that worked over the Internet — he would have one jar in
his apartment in Brooklyn and his sister would have another in her house in Pennsylvania. Eventually, he decided
to localize the project for his class.
Despite his work to recreate the magic of the memory, Schimmel was hesitant to uncover the science behind
the fireflies, instead wanting the wonder of the natural occurrence to find itself way into his Mason jars.
“I have no idea what fireflies actually blink for,” said Schimmel. “Some people say it’s mating, some people say
they blink before they die. A lot of people try to tell me different things, but I’ve never looked into it. I consider
it a childhood mystery and I sort of want to leave it that way.”
What mattered to Schimmel was the artful view they lend the landscape — he took his inspiration from one
particularly magical drive through New Jersey on his way back from his parents’ house.
“There is this corn field that you drive by and right at the top of the stalk,” said Shimmel. “When corn was at
its peak, the fireflies are coming out of the stalks, it was just this lovely scene. You wouldn’t even look at the
sky because it was so nice to look straight ahead. I have no idea what fireflies do, they just do their thing.”
Schimmel ended up creating three jars, though in his mind the possibilities were endless.
“I had never seen a networked night light and I was wondering if you did that would people find a new way to
say good night?” said Schimmel. “And how big could the audience be if you had a dorm room or an orphanage,
if each one had a night light, could they talk with each other? I want to see how many people could say good
night in a different way.”
Each jar contains six LEDs — two white, two green and two orange — and each jar has an assigned color that
triggers the same colored lights in the other jars and will, therefore, identify who is tapping what jar. Schimmel
used the standard cordless phone frequency for the jars to communicate with each other. Since wireless for
hobbyists has boomed in the last couple years, it’s possible to get jars to communicate within a half a mile
radius.
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“You could give them to your kids friends, it’s a whole walking talkie scenario,” said Schimmel. “And it doesn’t
have to be in light, it could be little sounds, chirps and crickets and stuff like that.”
Schimmel envisions a point where he could create an application for an online social network like Facebook that
connects LED firefly jars over the Internet with relative ease — the tricky part is producing them in a large
enough quantity that there would be users for the application. For this, Schimmel turns to the do it yourself
ethic instead of manufacturing them.
“It’s such a simple object that anyone with a little hobby electronics in them could build,” said Schimmel. “I
think mass production would get rid of the glass jar, it would probably get rid of the touch sensor, they would
probably on go 30 feet and put cheap parts in and it would lose all its flavor.”
Without all the downgrades, it would be far too expensive for ordinary people to own — and buying one isn’t
half as fun as making your own.
“It’s becoming so simple that anyone can pop these into a component board and make the same thing,” said
Schimmel. “Maybe not in the same form factor, but make a prototype pretty quickly. I think that’s great.”
Schimmel doesn’t see what he did with Mason jars to be that far from the typical sort of crafter’s project that
ordinary people encounter and create all the time — it’s just that Schimmel utilizes circuits in his.
“People do give a lot of jars for gifts,” said Schimmel. “My mom gives the brownie in the jar, where it’s some
kind of mix layered and it’s almost like a sand thing you would get at a carnival.”
Schimmel’s preference for creative, do it yourself solutions is very much in line with his technological career
calling working in assisted technology, which is designing for disable people. He’s been thinking about how he
can apply networked objects to his field and has singled in on one of the central reasons he decided to build
the fireflies — comfort.
“I would really like to take something like the fireflies and give it to maybe a pediatric hospital or a hospital
with people separated from families for a long amounts of time and let them communicate,” said Schimmel.
“It’s not to be like the telephone or email or that stuff, but to create a presence in the room. Like this is an
extension. You could look at a telephone and it has a direct line to an operator who can connect you to
someone else, but if you have one jar in your home — or some device — that’s directly connected to another
person and you know it’s always them, it’s really nice.”
Schimmel has found that technological objects built for disabled people — or for hospital settings — are too
often sterile in appearance and feeling and always geared towards rehabilitation. Schimmel wanted to fashion
some gadgets that allowed for creativity and expression and has been collaborating with former students and
professorial associates to do exactly that. One of his proudest achievements has been a dee-jay system for an
18-year old kid with cerebral palsey.
“It’s a ramp system,” said Schimmel, “and people on manual wheelchairs can ride up on these ramps and each
wheel spins in a direction. The left wheel fades and the right wheel scratches.”
The project got Schimmel and his partners thinking about other ways that disabled people can be given the
freedom to express their artistic sides. He and his students have been rigging up systems for cameras, hacking
remote controls to allow people who are paralyzed to indulge in photography and videography. They’ve
designed systems for students and now veterans.
“It’s a hard thing to consider, someone who’s 14 has never taken a picture before, and then just realize that he
can’t really hold anything,” said Schimmel.
Schimmel’s idea is that the information on how to create these systems should be available to anyone.
“I don’t like patenting these things,” said Schimmel. The occupational therapists are incredibly bright – you
http://www.lastvisibledog.org/berkshirearts/John_Schimmel.html
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teach them how to sauder and you teach them how to hook up switches and they get it right away, so I don’t
mind making this stuff open source and putting it out there and saying ‘This is how you adapt a digital camera.’
And it could be a commercial project, because a lot of people don’t have time to make this stuff themselves.”
Despite his multiple projects in technology, Schimmel hasn’t forgotten the place where his networking ideas
began.
“I have a little free time, so I think I’ll be building some more fireflies now. My sister’s pregnant, so I would love
to get one in her kid’s room,” he said.
Return to main page
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With a show titled "Unhinged" opening in January —
featuring works with titles like "Harsh Realty" and
"Harbinger" — Mass MoCA unwittingly described
the year to follow for the arts community in North
Adams. Though there were ups, the downs made
the biggest splashes in the news, and the downs in
the arts was rarely about the art at all. Most of it
focused on the scenes behind the galleries — and
much of that involved Mass MoCA.
Despite that, "Unhinged," featuring photographs by
Peter Garfield and a massive painting by Adam
Cvijanovic, was a playful way to begin to the year.
Though the images it presented — houses and
other objects flying helplessly into the atmosphere
in an explosion of confusion and disarray — could
seem like soothsaying of the first order when
viewed in retrospect, its real power was as a
humble art show,in the smallest room of the Mass
MoCA complex, quiet in presentation but big on
ideas.

This solar-powered bikini was just one of
the technological art marvels to appear at
Greylock...

An innocent peek
It was around thise time that newly-elected governor Deval Patrick toured Mass MoCA,
taking in many exhibits including the not yet opened Christoph Buchel exhibit "Training
Ground for Democracy." A visiting dignitary

Advertisement

checking out upcoming art
at the local tourist
attraction might seem like
a boring public relations
event, but this apparently
innocuous happening
would prove to be one of
the most pivotal actions of
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In the same month, dynamic MoCa curator Nato Thompson called it a day after over five
years, moving on to New York City to helm Creative Time. Among Thompson's most
notable contributions to the museum was "The Interventionists," a show that gathered up
myriad political, public art under one roof, as well as his local involvement with the
Contemporary Artists Center and the creative community of Troy, N.Y.
Looking ahead while pondering his path, Thompson told The Transcript, "In a place like
New York, everyone's always name dropping, the art world is very Insular and everybody's
always social climbing. When you leave the campus of Mass MoCA and you go over to the
Mohawk to get a beer, you're not afraid of anybody name dropping with you about artists,
it's just very straightforward and it brings you back to reality. You don't even have a chance
to be pretentious because it's just absurd."
Artistic temperment
In February, Mass MoCA featured "Of All the People in the World," a contemporary art
performance piece that had the British art collective Stan's Café creating piles of dry white
rice to give easy comparison for measures of disease, population, war and other social
concerns. Christoph Buchel, however, was still missing in action — The Boston Globe
reported that the artist claimed that Mass MoCA had violated agreements, had not provided
materials, had mishandled the proposed budget of the exhibit — and that he was irate
enough not to return to finish his work on the piece.
One of Buchel's prime complaints was that the museum had violated his demand that no
one be allowed to see the work before completion — a courtesy extended to the new
governor, as well as some members of the press covering the event and various museum
supporters. Buchel was also unhappy that the museum would not dish out more money
added to his $250,000 budget in order to purchase a fuselage from a 727 jet. The plan —
in an amusing and prophetic illustration of the phrase "crash and burn" — was to blow up
the fuselage before suspending it from the gallery's ceiling.
The fog of artistic creation in regard to Christoph Buchel was just beginning.
In April, the dormant Contemporary Artists Center eyed a move to the former Notre Dame
Church. The center had been looking for a home since September — though it had paid no
rent in its previous home at the Beaver Mill and landlord Eric Rudd claimed to have been
floating the organization all these years. It looked like the first summer season without CAC
events in years was coming.
Mass MoCa announced that it was self-sustaining after raising $37 million toward a
"Permanence Fund" that would be put into programs and facilities, including the permanent
Sol LeWitt gallery that will take up three floors in Building 7. Coinciding in the celebratory
air was "The Believers," an exhibit collecting outsider and eccentric artists, cementing the
museum's philosophy that art was for everyone, especially oddballs. Savoy pagan Roger
Davis, a.k.a. Witch Vortex, finally, as Red Buttons used to say, got a dinner in this show —
his junk worship altars and wooden statues were transported from his property to the
galleries for the eyes of New York City art enthusiasts to discover.
Among the other eccentric exhibitors were: CarianaCarianne, who claimed to be two
distinct individuals in one body; Breyer P-Orridge, a body modification project of life
partners Genesis and Lady Jaye P-Orridge to surgically become a third being through
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parallel cosmetic work; Emory Blagdon, a former hobo from Nebraska who built healing
machines in the form of wire sculptures; and Theo Jansen, who created plastic windpowered creatures that he intended to set free.
In May, Mass MoCA premiered Spencer Finch's "What Time Is It on the Sun?" displaying
multimedia reproductions of light readings he took in various places around the world. With
titles like "West (Sunset in my motel room, Monument Valley, February 26, 2007, 5:36 6:06 p.m.)" and "Two Hours, Two Minutes, Two Seconds (Wind at Walden Pond, March 12,
2007)," Finch uses lights and fans and other material to reproduce the actual data he took
at the time. You can't prove that it's accurate, you just have to take his word for it — and
why not?
Smaller — but in many ways more significant — was the sudden appearance of "Made at
Mass MoCA," an seemingly impromptu retrospective of the museum's past installations that
was strategically placed in the gallery behind the Buchel exhibit, through patrons had to
walk to see the little retrospective. Buchel's work was covered in tarps — it was easy
enough to peek through it, but a security guard was always around to move you along. The
exhibit at the end of the Buchel maze was essentially a room full of proof that the museum
had gotten along with scores of other apparently more reasonable artists like Gregory
Crewdson, Robert Wilson, Natalie Jere-mijenko and William Pope.L. — despite Buchel's
claims against it. Some arts press brushed it aside as one-sided spin, while others cried
"Right on!" At the same time, Mass MoCA filed court papers to win the right to show the
exhibit without the tarps — Buchel filed a counter suit.
Summer managed to bring in arts opportunities that miraculously had little or nothing
whatsoever to do with Mass MoCA, though the museum did participate in the high profile
"NL: A Season of Dutch Arts in the Berkshires," which did exactly as the title promised and
heavily involved the Clark Art Institute, Tangle-wood and Jacob's Pillow.
Also during June and July, the Clark debuted "The Unknown Monet," which concentrated
on lesser known works by renowned painter — particularly unusual was his early caricature
work.
"We don't think of him as an artist who represents the human figure and we certainly don't
think of him as a funny guy," curator James Ganz remarked about Monet. "He's a lot of
things, but he's not a humorist."
The Williams College Museum of Art offered "Making It New: The Art and Style of Sara and
Gerald Murphy," an exhibit built around fabulous gadabouts in 1920s France and their
artistic friends. MCLA Gallery 51 celebrated its second anniversary with "Hometown Hits,"
which brought together a dream team of local artists, though caught some ire in the
community for being locally juried rather than being handed over to impartial outside
organizers.
Adams saw the opening of Greylock Arts, an innovative gallery that specializes in
technological contemporary art through a link with New York Universi-ty's Interactive
Technology Program. This became the place to go for solar-powered bikinis and LEDpowered firefly jars and provided an exciting and madcap jolt to the local gallery scene.
By the end of summer, it seemed that the arts venues in North Adams were continuing to
grow. The Contemporary Artists Center made its formal proposal for the Notre Dame space
and the Clark announced that within the next four years, it would create galleries and
exhibition space on the Mass MoCA complex. The so-called Clark@MassMoCA would
unite two area arts powerhouses in two different cities.
Tragic loss
September began with a sad note — Joseph Conway, co-owner of Kolok Gallery in North
Adams, and partner in business and life to Kurt Kolok, died in a devastating car crash in
Prince's Bay, N.Y. The arts community counted it as a major loss to the local creative arts,
as well as a personal tragedy — above all, they had to say good-bye to a good friend.
By the end of September, the dispute between Buchel and Mass MoCA reached an end
and even the conclusion caused ripples division throughout the art world. U.S. District
Court Judge Michael A. Ponsor ruled that the museum had the right to show the installation
as it existed. Commentaries appearing everywhere from the New York Times to dozens of
art blogs called Mass MoCA the enemy of artists and sympathized with Buchel — some
people called for acclaimed artist Jenny Holzer, who was poised to take over the space in
November, to boycott the museum in a show of solidarity. Others saw the matter as one of
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simple contractual obligation involving the sort of guy who gives artists a bad name.
Regardless, Mass MoCA decided to scrap the whole thing without fanfare and treat the
incident like a bad dream.
The Plum Gallery in Williamstown closed, citing poor sales as the cause. Roger Rees
announced his departure from the Williamstown Theatre Festival after a wobbly three-year
tenure — Rees did not renew his contract. One of artists in "The Believers," Lady Jaye,
died suddenly, leaving the Breyer P-Orridge project permanently incomplete. A dour
autumn was perked up by the second annual Open Studios in North Adams, which built on
the success of the first.
In November, Holzer filled Mass MoCA's Building 5 with her own special brand of
minimalism — plush bean bag chairs and words projected on walls, floors and ceilings —
erasing any sign of Christoph Buchel and his carefully orchestrated pile of junk. Any
disappointment that she didn't blacklist MoCA was well below the radar and the show won
rave reviews.
It took a traditional outlet like the Norman Rockwell Museum in Stockbridge to put all other
institutions to shame with its cutting edge wild card "Lit-Graphic," a group exhibit celebrating
the graphic novel — easily one of the fastest growing genres in mainstream publishing.
Included were should-be household names like Dave Sim, Will Eisner, Steve Ditko, Jessica
Abel, Peter Kuper and Marc Hempel, as well as local boy Howard Cruse and alreadylegends Art Speigelman and R. Crumb.
Bye bye CAC
As the year ended, the Con-temporary Artists Center an-nounced that it would not take
over the Notre Dame space and, in fact, would be moving itself to Troy, N.Y., with which it
had close organizational and creative ties. What followed was a flurry of name-calling and
little in the way of verifiable facts, with each side claiming the other was to blame for the
split.
Founder Eric Rudd questioned the organization's flight from the city, as well as the
competence of its leadership. Mayor Barrett called the actions of the organization "unethical
and morally wrong" and that "they should be ashamed of themselves" and described his
own mood as "angry and bitter." The North Adams Transcript proclaimed "good riddance"
in an editorial and instructed "North Adams residents should shed no tears."
The center claimed that the move had to do with "considerable code-related complications
with the structure and its use, which the city would not allow time to responsibly address,"
as well as clerical ineptitude, though the city of North Adams disputes this and there hasn't
been any documentation proving the center's claims. A couple posts on the Berkshire
ArtStart Web site show the center as feeling unfairly tarred and feathered on their
departure.
The one thing everyone can probably agree on is that it was an ugly way to bring in the
new year. As 2008 opens, North Adams finds itself without one of its most interesting arts
institutions after 17 years of residency, and clear, documented explanations are still
missing from the broadsides.
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ADAMS -- Greylock Arts seized on untapped artistic
territory when they opened up shop last year -- if
the town of Adams feels lucky to have the venue, it
may not know just how much luck actually played
into it.
"We drove through Adams by accident trying to get
to North Adams," said co-owner Matthew Belanger.
"We didn't really know where we were driving
through, but we were so charmed by Adams."
Along with partner Marianne Petit, Belanger took up
residence on Summer Street, with the plan, now
realized, of using the ground floor -- a storefront
space -- as an art gallery. So far, the featured
works have centered on technology, pulling from
the pair's connections with New York University's
Interactive Tele-communications Program, from
which both are graduates and Petit is a teacher.
The gallery got plenty of attention for featuring such
works as a solar-powered bikini and LED firefly jars.
ITP is integral to their lives, how they met and their views on connecting and networking. In
many ways, ITP is where it all began.
"I was studying printmaking and etching and my mother came and said 'You know, I think
these computers are going to be important,'" said
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changed everything, and I
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Autos
Book of Homes
Belanger came to ITP in 2001, after leaving his native Arkansas to study photography in
Classifieds
Boston. Once again, his future was the result of a coincidence -- an impromptu birthday visit
Jobs
to New York City had him meet some people who would reveal the existence of ITP. At the
Public Notices
time, he was trying to figure out what to do next with his life and the unexpected
Newspaper Ads
introduction was fortuitous.
Send us your community
news » Email us

Services
Advertisers Info
Contact Us
Submit Photos
Subscriber Services
Pearl Scholarship
Privacy Policy

Media Partners
CBS 6 Albany
WAMC

"It was my birthday and I wanted to do something crazy and drastic and un-planned," said
Belanger, "so I got on a bus and went to New York. I had always been fearful of New York,
just because, especially coming from a small city like Little Rock, anything larger than that is
intimidating."
As fate would have it, Belanger moved to the city on Sept. 1, 2001, a week and a half
before the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center. Strangely, there was a silver lining.
"If I was intimidated by New York beforehand, that was definitely a traumatic experience to
have gone through within 10 days of moving there," said Belanger. "What I really found,
and in the dramatic moment, being in an environment of people who had all started this
new process in graduate school, we really bonded together."
The closeness included the faculty and the bond formed then would eventually lead to a
post-graduation partnership for the two that still thrives and Adams is the beneficiary
through their endeavor at Greylock Arts.
"Neither one of us has any interest in being a commercial galleryist whatsoever, neither one
of us has a sales bone in our body," said Petit. "We just like that it gives us the opportunity
to show stuff that isn't sellable or doesn't have that intent at all, give an opportunity for a lot
of people we know who do this kind of work and don't have a place to exhibit it at all. There
are not too many venues for this kind of work. We were very clear very early on that if we
tried to have a commercial space, we would just only be disappointed, it just wouldn't work
for us at all."
"We just decided to avoid that and create a space that could be whatever we wanted to be
whenever we wanted it," said Belanger, "and since we are obviously interested in and
connected to technology arts, that seemed like an obvious first show, though I don't think in
the early days we saw ourselves as doing that exclusively, but it seemed obvious from the
earliest of days that that could be our niche, that we could fill that pretty nicely."
Prior to opening a venue for art, the couple was constantly creating their own individual
outputs. Petit has a vast body of work digital web comics and Flash animation -- like the
long term, autobiographical projects "716" and "When I Was Three" -- as well as video and
sculpture and various Web projects.
"The 'When the 'When I Was Three' series started in 2002, it was an opportunity to reinvent
myself and analyze the things that were important to me," said Petit, "and I found that
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stories were really important to me and memory was really important, that the things that I
was drawn to that I really enjoyed wouldn't necessarily be things that would ever be shown
in galleries, but the amount of artistry and craftsmanship behind them were really
extraordinary. I just decided at that point to make things that interested me."
Belanger's photography work has ranged from documentary and street photography to
more experimental ventures, such as one project that had him pointing his digital camera
at a TV and taking a picture every minute for a day. This yielded 1,440 smaller images that
he edited together in a larger presentation. Belanger also worked on paintings from dirt, in
which he fused a caveman sensibility with modern icons, like an iPod and an iMac. He also
worked in documentary films and is currently devoted to an ongoing video project,
"Raymundo Santiago," which follows a family of Mexican artisans that specializes in
alebrijes sculptures.
"I've been working on this project for a number of years," said Belanger. "It's a never
ending documentary that I plan to work on until the day I die."
Together Petit and Belanger have created stop-motion animation films and a Web site
called "The Saddest Thing I Own," which they worked on with Eliza-beth Mikesell, started in
2006 and still updating.
"I had done this ritual to get things out of my house which were from a former life that I had
just left at dog level so that they would destroy them," said Petit. "So I went out and took
the dogs for a walk and left these things at different places where other people might be
able to take them. At the time, Matt said 'You did that and I still have my prom corsage and
that's the saddest thing I own.' I loved that expression so much that we started talking
about what the saddest things you own are and the saddest things other people own and
that kind of thing."
The Web site took off, gathering attention from Wired magazine and Canadian NPR thanks
to its collection of personal tales built around the stories of objects.
"What really shocked us was that it took a tone that was very different," said Petit. "We
never expected it to be a therapy site at all. It was really clear that people experience really
sad things and they don't necessarily have a place to tell that particular story.
"One of the first days, one of the things we got was the ashes of a firstborn child, and so
we had to come with a system of how we adequately deal with people's contributions in a
way that is really espectful and responsive to them individually."
This project was done in conjunction with Turbulence, the organization that the team is
currently collaborating with -- and partnering with MCLA Gallery 51 -- for the upcoming
"Networked Realities: (Re)Connecting the Adamses," which will present interactive,
simultaneous installations in two locations. Belanger is working with Ven Voisey and Sean
Riley on that project. Looking ahead, the couple have an exhibit planned that's a little
different for them -- landscapes -- but are planning a technological and interactive aspect to
the show so that it is more than just paintings hanging on a wall.
One thread in many of the couple's endeavors has been networks, whether in installations
in their gallery, creations at ITP or professional and personal connections they build through
their gallery and other work. Another is the desire to tell stories, both their own and those of
other people, and to do so through unconventional mediums, with unconventional
storytellers, the type of which you might not usually see in an art gallery setting. It's nothing
they planned on -- it's just one more happy accident in a series.
"We've been making it up as we go along," said Petit. "There are certain values that we
have that are expressed in that, because I think that we have an interest in community, we
have an interest in other peoples' stories, and Matt does documentary work and has
always been interested in other people's stories and in non-fiction. We don't have a very
traditional view of art and of artists at all and in general we find that a lot of the people that
we really enjoy working with would probably put artist pretty low on their description of
themselves, because they consider themselves a lot of other things as well."
"We both agree that the conversation of what is art and what isn't art is over and done
with," said Belanger.
Greylock Arts can be found online at www.greylockarts.net. Marianne Petit's work can be
seen at www.mrpetit.com.
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